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Following the use of the Asphall Zipper to grind up the old asphalt road surface, Plumstead Township Public Work
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s crow foreman, Bill Werthington operates the township

mator grader o blend the milled material and profile grade it prior 1o compaction, This "recycled material” will ba the new road sub-base.

As growing eommiunities strigale o malnlain their
infrastruciures. they look lor methods of repalr that
are efliclent and economdcal. Reclamation is a recy-
cling metlod where aapkalt prevernent anc 1he uncler-
lving materials are treated (o produce a stabiliced
base course for new roads. This method can lower
hoth cosl and preparation Hme on most road and
sireel repalrs and also |:|rv|;n-'.|di-|: 11 qmc‘h; nrnd ecorsomii-
cal way 1o open irenches in asphall,

Traditional methods of removing asphalt fvalve
saw cutting, chunking. removing and hauling the
asphalt off site, all of which is time consuming and
expensive. When equipment s avallable, reclamation
s by far the method of cholce. Specilically, asphall
reclimation attachments (asphalt grinders, eullers o
mills) ean provide the means to quickly pubverize
pavement and provide quality. new road base,

In 2008, Asphalt Zipper Introduced the AZ-5008
asphalt reclamation/recyeling attachment 1o s
product lineup. This portable attachment, powered
by a 172hp John Deere® turbo diesel engine with
227-loot-pounds of torque. pulverizes asphalt up to
12-inches thick ard 48-inches wide into 1-inch or
less reusable moterial at a mie of over 4,000 -square
fool per hour. It is designed to guick mount on the
Fueket af front encd loaders.,

The Flumstead Township Project

in April of 2008, Plumsiead Township in Bucks
County. PA. purchased an Asphall Zipper AZ-5008 1o
almplily their road reconstruction project. According
1 Alnry Bleam, director of puh’ll.-l: works for Plumstead
Township, the township learned about the Zipper at
a trade show; soon afier they were contacted to
schedule a demonstration,

Bleam explained, “The demonstration was done on
ore of our ownship roads. The machines ablity (o
increase productivity is what sold it o us, For this
profect, the road base reconstruction preparation
thme was cut by 60 to 70 percent using the Zipper.”

Reconstructing the roads in Flumstead Township ks
seEing done rom the boadtom L and invahves the
repalr of approximately 10.000-square-vards ol dete-
riorating road base. The Asphalt Zipper 5 being utl-
Hzed to remove G-inches of asphalt, which will be
slockplled lor later use. The new road s consirucied
ol 8-inches of ballast stone (plus or minus 4-Inches),
with a flexible base paving of 4-inches and a double
layer af oll and chip. In June of 2008, a project was

staried that invelved installatéon of over T00-feet of
storm sewer and 10 inlet boxes on o rond that sas
previously open ditches. The storm sewer was
installed in the shoulder with several crossover loca-
tions, Following installation of the storm sewer, the
Zlpper was used o rejuvenale the flexible paving
asphall o 4 depth of abenil S-inches, The dasphali
from the road was profiled and compacted for use as
ballast instead of purchasing crushed stone from a
fuarry, The project was completed by placing 3-inch-
s of hot mix bage paiving as the final coat, All work
was done hy township employess’ except the final
paving. which was subconiracted.

According te Bleam, the Asphalt Zipper has fulfilled
the ownship's expeclations by sireamlining the
process and increasing productivity.,

Bleam explained, “Previously, a motor grader was
used (0 break up the base, creating large chunks of
malerial that needed (o be erashed: |h|_-rl:h:|r extencd-
ing the tme before new stone base and paving could
be done. We estimate that the Zipper 18 saving over 50
percent in man hours and T6 percent in machineny
operation hours,”

Bleam added, “The hands-on traning,. follow-up
and technical assistance and ese of operation have
been abowe par Customer service has alse been
great. We had & hit “tear” aut of the droum, Customer
senvice provided the lechnleal data that allowed our
welding conbracior Lo make the regulr.”

The West Hempfisld Project

In the spring of 2008, West Hempleld Township in
Pennsylvanla purchased the Asphalt Zpper AZ-5008
1o remove asphall [rom existing rnﬂdwny In arcer o
consimct trenches nesded for sewer line instaliation,

According to Ron Youtz, township manager for
Wesi Hempleld, the Zipper was purchased because
of Its efficiency and its ability to make deep cuts in
the rond,

Youls sadd, "This was pariicularly important for this
project because the older roads in our community
have been resurfaced several times and the asphalt is
B- o 10-inches deep. We looked at silmilar equipment
but after attending several Asphall ZEpper demon-
stratons we delermined thls wias Uhe plu'r -q_nl'r_:[ul;p-
ment that would work best for us,” siated Youls,

Preparing the township trenches for sewer line
installation is being done in four phases. The first
phase was done between June 2008 and Seplember

2008 and inclided a section of road 3000-feet long
and 4-fect wide and eight- to 10-inches thick. A
total of 700-tons of asphall will be removed and
stochplled for future use as road hase. The other
phases are of similar size. The second phase sel o
start this summer. All work 15 being done by town-
ship employees,

Youtz added, “Purchasing the Asphalt Zpper was a
very positive experience and inchided dght hours of
on siie tralning. So for we are pleased with lis per
formance and have had no malntenance Issues. In
mcldition to the tremch prnjﬁ_'!_ the machine is I_1:|_-|r||'.l
used for many olher purposes around the wwnship,
such as road repalr and prepping for resurfacing.”

Reclamation |5 an efficlent and sconomical method
to remove asphalt from exdsting roadway. The towmn-
ships aof West Hemplield and Plumstead found thai
the use of the Asphall Zipper AZ-5008 asphalt recla-
mathon frecycling attachment improved productivity
for bath trench construction and road reconstruction
b eliminating the need 1o saw cul, chunk. remove
and haul the asphalt off sile: thus, the cost and dme
spent on the job was reduced significantly. For more
information on the AZ-5008 visit www.asphalt=ip-

per.com,

Agphall Zipper model AZ-500 is operated by Plumsiead
Townehip Public Works crew member Scoll Bowling
(seated in rubber tire loader) and monitored by crew
mambar Scott Schurr, The first of four passes is com-
pleted, grinding up the existing road surface o prepare
it as the new road base pror 1o paving.



